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V. Or UN « The increase in taxable values, or 
assessed valuations, of Texas counties in 1941 was $173,567,267 over the assessed 
valuations of the counties in 1940, The totals are as followss 1940, $4,2735- 
382,279; 1941, $4,446,949,546. As support of county libraries is based on the 
assessed valuations of the counties, there is every indication that the existing 
county libraries should have no fear for their support, and there should be new 
county libraries established, even in times like these. 


VICTORY AND LIBRARIES. 

For the duration of the war the major effort of 
the public libraries of Texas, both city and county, 
will be directed toward helping to win the ware A 
foundation for definite action has already been laid. 
Committees are dealing with specific problems of re- 
search facilities for national defense, foreign im- 
portations and library needs in war areas. The 
Victory Book Campaign is being conducted. Many book 
lists on defense subjects have been issued. Texas 
libraries have put their services at the disposal 
of governmental agencies, to assist in the taske of 
maintaining civilian morale and interpreting America's 
war aims through reading. 
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“SSS LISUNY ASSOOIATION COWANTION, With Tho thone "Libraries and Liberty,” 


the 1942 meeting of the Texas Library Association was in tune with the times. The 
convention, which was held April 23-25 in Corpus Christi, was stimulating and in- 
spiginge One hundred and twenty librarians registered during the three days. 

The first meeting of the Association was that of the County Library Division 
on Thursday morning. Miss Gladys Hitchcock of the Bexar County Library presided. 
Topics discussed were the possibility of getting tires for bookmobiles, uniform 
signs for county libraries, and ways in which the libraries that have been desig- 
nated as war information centers may best serve. 

At the first general session held Thursday afternoon, Mrs. Frances Clarke 
Sayers, superintendent of childrens’ work of the New York Public Library was the 
principle speaker. Mrs. Sayers took for her subject "Books and Children in the 
World of Today". She emphasized the fact that the public library in its service 
to children can accomplish even more than do the schools, for educational systems 
often have goals which are too narrow in their reach. In other words, there is a 
great difference in what we educate for, and in the actual situation confronting the 
child when he reaches maturity. This librarian believes that our only hope in edu- 
cating children is to give them a knowledge of the great concepts of life = the 
truths that do not change. 

At the Navy dinner given on the Plaza Hotel Deck on Thursday night, Commander 
JeHe Brooks, senior chaplain at the Naval Air Station, made the address of the even=- 
inge Stressing the need for Christianity today and the futility of blind hatred of 
enemy peoples, Commander Brooks said, "Christian Americans will lose their present 
struggle against the Axis nations if they lose their love for humanity and their 
hope for a Christian worlde” Commander Brooks told several amusing and interesting 
experiences of his own as librarian of various naval libraries. 

On Friday morning the second general session, a business meeting, was held, 
at which time several minor changes were made in the Constitution and by-laws, The 
number of members on the Executive Board was increased from 15 to 17e The follow- 
ing officers for the coming year were electeds President, Mildred Wyatt, Librarian 
of Stephen F. Austin State Teachers’ College; First Vice President, Harry N. Peter- 
son, Librarian of the Fort Worth Public Library; Second Vice President, Ruth Gray, 
Librarian of Sherman High School; Treasurer, Charles Roth, Orders Assistant, Univer- 
sity of Texas Library; Secretary, Katherine Ard, Librarian of Nueces County Library; 
and Membereat-large, Dorothy Amann, Librarian of Southern Methodist University Li- 
brary.s Mise Wyatt spoke at the business meeting on "Texas Libraries - a Look to 
the Future," 

On Friday afternoon two buses of librarians enjoyed a tour of the U.S. Naval 
Air Station and a visit to the library there. Miss Edwin Sue Goree, Librarian, and 
her staff helped to make this occasion one of the highlights of the convention. 

At noon on Saturday a general luncheon was held in the Palm Room of the Nueces 
Hotel, with Mrs. George West Diehl, new president of the Peoples’ Library Movement, 
presiding, Miss Fannie M, Wilcox, State Director, spoke on “The Victory Book Cam 

paign in Texas," Miss Wilcox gave a brief summary of how the campaign has been 
conducted in Texas and the results to date. She read a lettegx of appreciation from 
Ferdinand Henke, librarian of the Eighth Corps Area, who is in charge of the dis- 
tribution of the collected material. 

Following Miss Wilcox's address, Dr. Whlliam Stanley Hoole, librarian and head 
of the Department of Library Service at North Texas State Teachers’ College, read a 
forceful paper on “The Changing Pattern of Library Education in the South." Accord- 
ing to Dr. Hoole, the average library school places routines and non-essentials a- 
bove books, or in Dre Hoole's phraseology, the "physical book" takes precedence over 
the “spritual book." The time is coming, Dr. Hoole thinks, when the work of vari- 
ous college departments will be correlated with that of the library science departe- 
ment and the library students, instead of being isolated, will get the benefit of © 
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the broadening influence of such departments as the English, art, handicraft, evr. 
In his own Department of Library Service, Dr. Hoole is putting his theories into 
practice, and is doing much to make library science more practical and workable for 
the students. 

Next year's T.L.A. meeting will be in Dallas. The exact date has not yet been 
decided, 2 
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SERVICE TO THE BLIND. The Texas State Library is one of twenty-six distribut- 
ing centers for books for the blind in the United States. Of this number, there are 
comparatively few state libraries; most of them are large public librariese An act 
of Congress in 1931 authorized an annual appropriation of $100,000 to be spent un- 
der direction of the Librarian of Congress to provide books for the adult blind in 
the United States. Service to the blind consists of books in Braille, Moon, and 
talking books, or records, and each year the Library of Congress sends hundreds of 
titles to the distributing libraries for the benefit of blind readers in their terrie 
torye ‘ 

The Braille books include all classifications, so that the reader of Braille 
can find books covering ea wide variety of subjects. Only a limited number of books 
are made in Moon, for this point is used primarily by older people who have not 
learned to read Braille. The blind reader's interests are not much different from 
those of the sighted reader, and Westerns, mysteries, light love stories, personal 
chronicles of the war, travel, and biography are popular with them just as they are 
with other people. The new books come out swWpfisingly soon, and often a blind 
reader has finished a current best seller while his seeing friend is still waiting 
his turn for the book at the public library, 

The talking books must be played on a special machine, provided by the Federal 
Government and borrowed, free, of charge, (if the, blind applicant is, unable to buy 
one) through the Texas State Commission for the Blind, at Austin. New books as 
well as a few classics are recorded in their entirety; "Gone With the Wind" re- 
quired 80 recordse The books are read by competent readers who usually give of 
their time and talents without remuneration. Often the reader is a well-known stage 
or radio performer, John Kieran read his own "Nature Notes," and Eva Le Gallienne 
has recorded: Oscar Wilde's "Birthday of the Infanta" and "The Nightingale and the 
Ros@e" One Texas borrower was so interested in wanting others to have the opportu- 
nity of using talking books that he voluntarily sent a contribution of money to the 
Texas State Commission for the Blind to pay transportation charges on a talking 
book machine for a friend who was umable to pay them himself. The value of this 
service to the blind people of Texas and the United States cannot be estimated. 
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RULES FOR FILING CATALOG CARDS. Completion of a five-year project important 
to many libraries is announced with the publication May 1 by the American Library 
Association, Chicago, of "AeLeAe Rules For Filing Catalog Cards,” prepared by a 
special committee with Sophie K. Hiss as chairman, and with the cooperation of many 
librarianse 

The new code, made up of rules representing generally accepted practice, is 
based on a comparative study not only of filing rules which have appeared in print- 
ed codes and in manuals of library science but also of filing practice in a variety 
of libraries. ; 

Under certain types of headings (such as place arrangement), rules are given 
for both a grouped order and an alphabetic order. There are occasional alternative 
rules. Many more examples are provided than in the Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Cincin- 
nati, and other codes. 

Small libraries or those interested in doing relatively simple filing will 
find listed in *@appendix a group of rules recommended as a basic code and also a 
comprehensive example with nearly 600 entries which illustrate those rules. The 
arrangement in this section is according to the simplest alphabetic order, 
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REPORT OF ‘THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS. The 1941 annual report of the Librarian 
of Congress reveals huge growth in the use of the library by Congress, government 
agencies, and the public. Over 2,300,000 items were ciréulated during the year, 
and 400,000 readers served. Archibald MacLeish calls libraries weapons against 
Fascism, and aske librarians to reconsider basic objectives. The vital role of 
libraries as instruments of democracy in the present world struggle is disoussed 
by Mr. MacLeish in connection with his announcement of the Library's establishment, 
under a grant from the Carnegie Corporation, of an Experimental Division of Library 
Cooperation, charged with exploring the possibility of cooperative solution of some 
of the more critical problems confronting librarianse €0op 

That the Library of Congress itself is attempting to meet this challenge is 
indicated in the report by both its contents and its form, the latter being markedly 
different from that of previous reports of Librarians of Congress. Instead of the 
customary ommibus volume, consisting of the separate reports of the same 35 Chiefs 
of Divisions preceded by the Librarian's foreword, this year's report attempts to 
present, in terms of the principal functions, a unified picture of the Library's 
diverse and literally world-wide activities, The adoption of this new principle 
of construction was made possible by the reorganization of the Library, under which 
its activities were grouped by functional distinetions into five unite <= the Ref- 
erence, Processing and Administrative Departments, the Law Library and the Copy- 
right Office, The success of the Directors of the three new Departments in effecte. 
ing the reorganization of the Library in terms of the statement of objectives pro= 
mulgated in the report for the preceding year is pointed to by Mr. MacLeish as be- 
ing, in his opinion, the most important single accomplishment of the Library during 
the years 

Mr. MacLeish again refers to his first effort as Librarian of Congress, which 
was to attempt to secure.more adequate. salary levels for Library empleyeess "The 
inferiority of Library salaries to comparable salaries elsewhere in government puts 
the Library in a critical situation which may, with rapidly increasing resignations, 
become dangerous,” his report states. "The Civil Service Commission is sympatheti- 
cally aware of this situation and is giving such aid as it cane" 


-0- 
Vv « A committee of students at the Library 
School of the New Jersey College for Women undertook to find an answer to the ques- 
tion, "How has the war affected libraries in England?", by abstracting the reports 
in the current journals, The results of this search are contained in a mimeograph=- 
ed publication issued by the Library School under the title, "Libraries in England 
Under Wartime Conditions," which is available from the College for 10 cents. 

According to this swmmarys "Public libraries in Great Britain are considered 
of national importance by the House of Commons, The information services of li- 
braries is as important a contribution to the national program as the work of keep= 
ing up morse by providing reading. The govenment is urging that information ser- 
vice be more and more emphasized and developed, and that libraries be made official 
bureaus of information." 

The report continuess “Libraries have organized their services to meet war- 
time needs «+. Camps and Service Libraries with trained librarians have been set up 
in the army camps, In the event of interruption of normal sources, libraries may 
be centers of dissemination of special news. Libraries have aided in national re- 
gistration, fuel and food control of report centers. Since the school day is 
shortened, the librarians have a chance to cater to the reading tastes of children 
mere than ever before.” 

Other matters treated in this brief publication includes Operation of librar- 





ies in evacuation areas, effect of bombings on libraries, preservation of materials, | 


air-raid protection in libraries, and types of books found desirable for soldiers, 
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VICTORY." The official bi-weekly of the United States Office 
of Education, Federal Security Agency, has changed the title of "School Life” to 
“Education for Victory" for the duration of the war. Converted to a war basis, 
the publication aims to bring to its readers all phases of education for the war 
effort. In the section "Libraries and the War", there are amtda&les which reveal 
what the libraries over the country are doing and planning to doe One item headed 
"Wartime Council Formed" shows that in Newark, NeJe, twelve libraries, public and 
private, have formed a council to exchange publications and list their resources 
and services in a master file at the Newark Public Library. In this way it is 
expected that the war effort of the city will be speeded up by, making vital in- 
formation more readily accessible to sccmnaee and individuals. 








TIMELY PUBLICATIONS. The American Council on Education has recently 
‘published two timely reference books that may bé useful to large. public or school 
librariese They are “Selected Educational Motion Picturess a Descriptive Ency- 
clo Pedia", and "Focus on Learnings Motion Pictures in the School", by Charles Fe 
Hoban, Jre The first book lists over 450 films carefully selected from the thous=- — 
ands of films available to schools. Each film is completely described; its purpose, 
source and length, quality, and effective methods of use are indicated. "Focus on 
Learning" déals with the classroom use of films, student reactions to films, values 
of films in the curriculum, and sources of school films. 

Available free from the Publications Office of the Library of Congress are a 
number of pamphlets which may be useful for the information file. Among these 
ares “The Library of Congress; General Survey and Statement of Objectives by the 
Librarian", “The Union Catalog of the Library of Congress", “The Library of Congress: 
its Collections and Services", and "The Constitution of the United States: an Ac- 
count of its Travels Since September 17, 17872". 

“The Care of Records in a National Emergency” is the.title of the.latest Bul- 
letin of the National Archives, distributed by the National Archives in Washing- 
ton. The publication discusses the selection of archives for protection, building 
and storage facilities, and the problem of evacuatione 

Of a similiar nature, but broader in scope, is the publication of the Com- 
mittee on Conservation of Cultural Resources of the National Resources Planning 
Board. The handbook, which may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington, D.C., for 10 cents, is called "The Protection of Cultural Resources 
Against the Hazards of War.” Among the problems discussed are the hazards of war 
to which cultural resources are exposed, the protection of buildings, and the 


protection of the collections within the buildings. A selected bibliography on 
the subject is included, 


-0- 


"LIBRARY GUIDANCE FOR TEACHERS". With emphasis today on the “library-centered 
school", "Library Guidance for Teachers", (Wiley, 1941) by Mre. Margaret Kessler 
Walraven, librarian of the Technical High School in Dallas, in collaboration with 
Alfred Le Hall-Quest of New York University, fills a definite need in educational 

literature. The book is a guide to secondary teachers and teacher~librarians who 
wish to familiarize themselves with school library procedure and material as an aid 
to their teaching. It is also useful as a college textbook for courses in library 
instruction to teachers. Bibliographies and suggestions for study are given at the 
ends of many of the chapters. The importance of the school library in the educa~ 
tional program is stressed, general library procedures, as the Dewey clagsificae 
tion and the card catalog are explained, and methods of cooperation between the 
teacher and the librarian are given. Sources of various types of reference materi- 
al ars listed and evaluated. These include dictionaries, encyclopedias and year- 
books, biographical material, periodical indexes, and reference books on special 


subjectse Incidents from actual experiences and quotations from students enliven 
“the booke 
5 








June TEXAS LIBRARTES | MO 





a EAS Odessa. The new, $40,000 Ector County Library building was 
formally opened to the public on March 22, Approximately 500 persons were present 


for the opening. The library was recently presented with two original paintings, 
one of which was “Owen Wister's Home," given by the Odessa Study Club, the Woman's 
Forum, and Mr, W. H. Colvin, a representative of the Rocky Mountain Artists’ Asso- 
ciation, This picture now hangs in the lobby of the library. The other painting, 
“Valley View," gift of Mrs. Emmet Headlee, hangs in the children's room, 

Boatment: Tyrr@l Public Library's summer reading club for children will begin 
on June 15 and will have a patriotic theme, reports Miss Leola Robicheaux, childrens? 
librarian, Children will be required to read at least eight books between June 15. 
and August 15 in order to earn their reading certificates, ‘This is the 15th annual 
summer reading club conducted by the library. 

El Paso. The El Paso Public Library recently received from Mrs. J. C. Wilmarth 
a second gift of $50 for the purchase of historical books on El Paso and the South- 
west. The late Mr. Wilmarth was interested in reading and collecting material on 
this section of the country, and it was in his memory that the money was given. 

After many det-backs, El Paso County Library's bookmobile began operation on 
April 21. The mobile unit is proving quite popular with rural patrons, according 
to Mrs. Norman Highfield, librarian, 

Dallas. During the first week of May, the children's department of the 
Dallas Public Library had its annual Spring Book Festival at which time special 
story hours and attractive displays of new books were featured. Dr. Leigh Peck 
of the psychology department of the University of Texas, author of “Pecos Bill and 
Lightning" and the recently published “Don Coyote,” climaxed the occasion with 
stories from her books, 

Plans and specifications for improvements on the Dallas Public Library build- 
ing were approved recently, and work will get underway soon. 

Stamford. A plan to completely remodel the interior of the Carnegie Library 
building is now under consideration in Stamford, and tentative plans have been 
drawn up. The basement and first floor are to be converted into a recreation center 
for the aviation students and cadets of Stamford Arledge Field and for other service 
mene Other recommendations made by the committee in charge were that the building 
receive a new roof, a proper heating system, and separate light switches for the 
upper and lower floors. Since the second story is to be used for the library, it 
is to be repaired and made ready for use before work is started on the lower floors. 

Monahans. Ward County's new library opened the first part of May, with Mrs. 
Tom Cates, formerly of the Big Spring School Library, in charge. Temporary head- 
quarters are on the third floor of the courthouse with plans being made for opera- 
tion under a better arrangement soon. $1,000 will be spent for books, only 20 per 
cent of which will be fiction. A number of books have been donated and are being 
prepared for use, while several orders have been sent in for new books. 

Hoppronys tice The Jim Hogg County Library celebrated its fifth birthday on 
April with three story hours for children of different ages and a book review 
for adults, “The White Cliffs," read by Mrs. Roy Cotulla. The Jim Hogg County 
Library was first opened to the public on April 19, 1937, with a loan of 1500 books 
from the Texas State Library. Since October of last year, the library has had a 
regular book fund which helps fill the new book needs. 

Denton. The third annual library conference was held at T.S.C.We in Denton 
on March 14, when more than 100 librarians from over the state were present. The 
theme of the conference was “Defense Through Books.”* After an address by President 
Le He Hubbard, speakers on the program were Miss Edwin Sue Goree, librarian of 
the U.S. Naval Air Station, Miss Mildred Dulaney, librarian from Camp Wolters, and 
Mrs. Marguerite Creighton, supervisor of the WPA library project in Houston. After. 
a luncheon in the household arts building tea room, Dr. Rebecca Smith of Texas 
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Christian University's English Department, an authority on literature in the South- 
west, epokey The motion picture “The Newcomes Visit the Library" was showns. 

1 Ant e Something new has been addedJ Bexar County Library’now has two 
pookmobiles, the latest addition being a half-ton truck on which has been mounted 
a specially-built body for library service. The new book truck has been painted 
green and has a capacity of approximately 900 books and magazines. With the con- 
stantly increasing circulation of the County Library, the bookmobile was added 
none too soon, according to Miss Julia Grothaus, librarian. 

San Benito. The San Benito Public Library opened for the first time in the 
new Public Library and Community Center building the latter part of March,.- Hours 
are now from 2 until 6 P.M, on Monday and Wednesday, and all day Saturday. Included 
in the collection are the new books for the International Mind Alcove, contributéd. 
by the .Carnegic Endowment for International Peates 

Kermit. The first week in May was “library week" at the Winkler County Li~ 
brary, with the occasion marking the third anniversary of the library*s opening. 
‘Open house was held all week. The Wednesday Study Club first opened the library 
with a few books donated by its members, and it was this group that was largely 
responsible for pefsuading the Commissioners* Court to establish it as a county 
library. Mrs. Fred Hard Wright is librarian. 

Galveston. Mrs. Frances Clarke Sayers, superintendent of children's work 
of the New YW5rk Public Library recently addressed the Friends of the Rosenberg 
Library in Galveston. Her subject was "The Place of the Public Library in the 
Modern World," and she placed special emphasis on the services the libraries of 
America are rendering to children. "The function of the public library should be 
to build up a kind of sanctuary where children can read with some sense of security, 
and” where they can find the information they are seeking," said the librarian, Mrs. 
Geyers, a Texan and former resident of Galveston, recalled with pleasure her child- 
hood associations with the Rosenberg Library. 

Miss Reine D. Martin of North Adams, Masse, a descendant of Michel Be Menard, 
founder of Galveston, recently presented the Rosenberg Library a sheaf of documents, 
written in French, bearing on the family history of Menard. These papers are a 
valuable addition to the library's historical documents. 

Eldorado, Interested citizens of Eldorado have started a fund with which to 
build an annex to the small and inadequate building now housing the library. 

El Campo. The El Campo Branch of the Wharton County Library broke all previous 
circulation records for the month ot March with a total circulation of 3576 books 
and magazines. Greatly. increased also is the circulation of the bookmobile which 








was 10,395 volumes in March. This figure indicates that rural residents of the 


county did 40 per cent more reading in March of this year than in the same month 
of last year. In the words of a local business man, the people of Wharton County 
are ‘peadin® instead of ridin’." 

6» An unusual honor came to the Kilgore Public Library when the picture 
of its new, modern building appeared, with that of 12 other libraries of all times 
and all parts of the world, in the 1942 edition of "Compton's Pictured Encyclopedias” 
The pictures appear in an article entitled “Libraries from Ancient to Modern Times," 
and the caption of the picture of the Kilgore Library building reads, “Invitation 
to Learning in a Small Town." A brief description follows the picture. 

Austin. In an effort to more nearly meet the needs of people in war times, 
the Austin Public Library has changed its lending rules to allow borrowers to keep 
books for a longer period of time. New books, both fiction and non-fiction, may 
be kept for two weeks, while older books may be kept for four weeks. Each person 
may check out as many as six books at one time, and no books may be renewed. The 
change was made becquse of the difficulty so many people have now in getting to 
the library more often. 
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iON E NS : matio: pointments. Miss Janice Kee, a lustr 
graduate of T-8.CsW. at Denton took ¢ over her duties as librarian of the Jefferson Unive 
County Library on April 1. She succeeds Mrs. Reta Duncan Piland who retired after the i 
12 years as librarian. Miss Kee is a former school librarian and had been assistant 
librarian in the Jefferson County Library since last October. 

Miss Frances Seaver, former librarian of the Edinburg Junior College Library, title 
is now librarian at Randolph Field, while Miss Ruth Bennett replaces MiasSeaver many 
ig the Edinburg Library. it is 

Mrs. Sallie Rowell has been appointed librarian of the Carnegie Public Library 
of Terrell to succeed Mrs. T. P. Armfield, librarian for the past twenty years, who to tk 
died quit@suddenly at her h§me in Terrell after an illness of several weeks. servi 

Miss Aliece Hanna, a graduate of George Peabody Library School, and former oople 
assistant librarian of the Hattiesburg, Mississippi Public Library, is the new plant 
children's librarian of La Retama Public Library in Corpus Christi. great 

Miss Josephine Summers, librarian of the El Paso County Library, was marriod basec 
in St. Augustine, Florida, on February 25, to Mr. Norman Highfield, an engineer. 

Miss Mary BE. Schloemann, librarian of the Denison Publis Library, was recently Carl: 
married to Bayard M. Cole of Denison, oat 

-0- the 3 
appa: 

SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS. The Subscription Books Committee of A. le 4. asks that 

librarians report to it any reference books and sets that they think should be re- espe: 
viewed in the Bulletin. Thé following facts about each book should be givens name, | The | 
author, editor or compiler, publisher, publisher's address, and method of sale. iiff 
Any available advertising matter about the book should be sent. All material re- on t 
ceived will be examined and weighed by the Committee Chairman, and decision to re- 
view or not review will be made only after careful consideration. 
-0- 
publ 
FESS IONA’ 5 f LIBRA The Texas State Li- | mand 
brary has in ite Gellection a umber of es pa ‘books and tools which many li- both 
brarians probably would like to read and use but do not want to buy. These books are | noxt 
for the use of those librarians, for library trustees, and for any person interested 
in library work. Among the books ares Edge, “Books for self-education"; Horton, when 
"Buying list of books for small libraries"; Walter, “Periodicals for the small li- freq 
brary"; AeleAe, “Subject index to children's plays"; AseLeAe, “Replacement list of fic- 
tion"; Lingenfelter, "Vocations in fiction"; Butler, “Introduction to library science®} Kell 
Loizcaux, “Library on the air"; Hyers, “The library and the radio"; Cannon, “Publi- Sort 
city for small libraries"; Eaton, “Reading with children"; Shores, "Basic reference "Bek 
wvooks"; Chancellor, "Helping the reader toward self-education"; Chancellor, "Helping | Bad, 
adults to learn"; Condit, "A pamphlet about pamphlets"; Drury, "Book selection"; Car- 
penter, "Simplified cataloging rules"; Dickinson, “Best books of the decade"; Simnett, 
“What books shall I read,"; Beézner, “Everychild and books". 
4 1942 list containing 38 titles of books in the State Library on child study 
will be sent upon request. The books listed may be borrowed, as usual, by individuals} whic 
or through interlibrary loan. Also, the following defense book lists compiled by of 1 
A.eLeAe will be sent to libraries requpsting thom: “Canada - A reading guide and acc 
bibliography", "Civil liberties and democracy", "A new world order", "The shop's lie | the 
brary", "Witch-hunting". sta 
ao len’ 
ary 

THE SOUTHWEST IN LITERATURE. The "Saturday Review of Literature” for May 16, fro 
1942, features the Southwest, and contains a number of articles by well-known writors | the 
of this rogion, especially of Texas. J. Mgank Dobie, John Lee Brooks, John Joseph boo 
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Mathows, Goorge Sessions Perry, and Rebecca Smith are among the contributors, In 
the issue is an intoresting literary map by Janita Lanier, a Dallas artist and il- 
lustrator. Anothor Dallas artist, Jerry Bywaters, who teaches at Southern Methodist 
University, designed the special cover and also drew a sketch of John A. Lomax for 
the issue. Books reviewed are all on the Southwest. a ske 





“THE 





; : RGA ) RVICH.” Under thie 
title the AeLeA. _ just aeeated a book r. unusual terest a importance for 
many librarians and trustees of small libraries in the United States and Canada, and 
it is also aimed at the "new" librarian and the less exporionced assistant, 

The authors. present a clear over-all picture of the library in its relation 
to the community, to the city or town government, and to the trustees. The varied 
services the library renders to the organized groups, to individual adults, young 
oople, and children and what it needs in the way of appropriation, staff, physical 
plant, and book collection, are discussed. Tho organization of the library for 
greatest usefulness and an excellent outlook of the potentialities of library service 
based on practical experience are presented clearly and concisely. 

In "The Choice of Editions," also just published by the A.LeA., Pearl Ge 
Carlson discusses tho principles of book selection that affect the choice of one 
particular edition of a book when more than onc edition is available. "The choice 
of the edition best suited for a definite public or for a particular individual,” 
the author points out, "is a problem which involves many factors not immodiately 
apparent on the surface.” 

The need for such a statement of principles has become increasingly urgent-- 
especially since little has been published on the subject for more than thirty years. 
The present study covers the various types of editions offered by publishers, their 
jifferences in content and physical format, and the effect of these differences 
on the choice of editions for the library or public to bo served. 
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I\G TASTES. According to an article in the "Recruiting News," 
published by the U. S&S Army, a late analysis of the kind of reading matter in de- 
mand by the mon in training at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio shows that "Westerns," 
both in books and pulp magazines, are the choice of readers. Mystery books are 
noxt in demand, 

As to non-fiction, technical books and magazines are used often, especially 
when examinations are under waye Books on palmistry, magic, and sports are read 
frequently. 

Typical of the latest books being read by Fort Sam Houston soldiers ares 
Kelland's "Silver Spoon,” Ferber's “Saratoga Trunk,” Mulford's “Hop-along Cassidy 
Serves a Writ,” Knight's “Exit a Star," Sargeant's "Grand Strategy,” Oakley's 
"Behold the West Indies," White's "Getting Ahead in the New Army," Denver's "Tin 
Badge,” and Ray’s "Are You Fit to be a Pilot3?” 
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BOOK AUTOMOBILES IN TEXAS. There are now thirty-two automobiles in Texas 
which are equipped to give direct book-lending service to library patrons. Thirteen 
of them are owned by county public libraries, one by the Houston Public Library, and, 
according to available information, eighteen by county schoolilibraries. Many of 
the latter are supplied with books from the county public library, and are frequently 
staffed, or partially staffed by the county library. 

Often from one-fourth to three-fourths of the library's totel circulation is 
lent from the bookmobile. The Jefferson County Library's quarterly report for Janu- 
ary-February-March, 1942, showed a total circulation of 40,137, of which 30,395 was 
from the book automobile; and the report of the Harris County Public Library for 


the samp period showed that 27,788 of a total of 114,816 books lent were from the 
bookmobile. 
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